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INTRODUCTION

1 i P y play ‘Canadiar

history. For that information I had to look up dozens of baoks. o firstly, the purpose of this
genealogy bookl i

geta summary of their ancestors” achievements i a few hours of reading, Secondly, 10 acquaint all
the descendants of the Lagimodicres, what part their ancestors have done to help build this great
country of ours and what hardship and injustice they endured to meet that end. Especially the
hanging of Jean Bapriste Lagimodiere’s grandson Louis RielJr.in 1885 for his part intrying to help
the seutlers of the North West get their grievances settled by the McDonald government.

1hope this genealogy book gives you as much pleasure reading as I have had preparing it for
I of travel and research. i 3 ly the

you.
life of our during the 1800's, something i

have read this book thoroughly.
1am pleased to acknowledge with gratitude the assistance I eceived from many sources while
preparing this genealogy. These include the Provincial Archives, Glenbow Institute, libraries and
private individuals.
My wife and I have met lots of nice people during these interviews and were well received no
matter where we went. We hope to meet many more after his genealogy book is published.

Ann and Jean Bapriste Lagimodiere had 8 children, 64 grand children and hundreds of great-grand
children and s0 on down the line. It would almost make it impossible to contact every descendent
unless you write and let me know after you sce this book. If you are related to the Lagimodieres in
any way, [ am sure [ will be able to help you find your place in this gencalogy line, and | am really
looking forward to helping you. For more information write:

Hector Couru
Brosseau, Alberta
TOB 0Po
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The Genealogy of the Lagimodiere

Noel Lecompte de la Vimaudiere was at Normandie
France in 1635. He married Francoise Letelier at
Normandie France in 1659. He died February 19th,
1703.

Their son Samuel de la Vimaudiere was born at St. Lo
Normandie France in 1667 and Married Jeanne Jeremie
at St. Nicolas Quebee on July 22nd, 1705. He had
immigrated to Canada 1683. He died at St. Nicolas
Quebec on June 30th, 1715.

Their son Joseph Lagimodicre was born on May 21st,
1707 ac St. Nicolss Quebec and married Madelcine
Jacque at Charlesbourg Quebec on February 20th, 1730,
He died on August 24th, 1756 at St. Antoine de
Chambly Quebec. (Note change of surname).

Their son Jean Baptiste was born on June 13th, 1740. He
married Josepthe Jarret Beaureguard at St. Antoine sur la
Richeleu Quebec. He died August 17¢h, 1821 at
Maskinonge Quebe. She died on November 13th, 1788
at Maskinonge Quebec.

Their son Jean Baptiste Lagimodiere Jr. was born on
December 26th, 1778 at Three Rivers Quebec. He

married Marie Ann Gaboury on April 21st, 1806, He
died on September 7th, 1855. She died on December
14th, 1875 in St. Boniface Manitoba at the age of 95,

They had a family of 8 Children and they are all listed in

the first column on the next page.
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Their sons and dsughters — Ther Grand Childeen —
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Jean Baptiste Lagimodiere
Marie Ann Gaboury
Head of family: Jean Baptiste Lagimodiere
His Father: Jean Baptiste Sr.
His Mother: Josephte Beauregaurd
Birth Date: December 26th, 1778
Place:  Three Rivers Quebec
Residence:  St. Boniface, Manitoba
Occupation: Hunter, Trapper and Voyageur
Death Date:  September 7th, 1855
Place:  St. Boniface, Manitoba
Cemetery:  St. Boniface Cathedral Cemetery
His wife: Marie Ann Gaboury
Her Father:  Charles
Her Mother: Marie Ann Tessier
Birth Date:  August 15th, 1780
Place: Maskinonge, Quebec
Marviage: ~ April 21st, 1306
Place:  Maskinonge, Quebec
Death Date: December 14th, 1875
Place:  St. Boniface, Manitoba

Cemetery: St. Boniface Cathedral’s Cemetery

Birth Date
Jan. 6, 1807
1808

1810

1811

1813

Jan. 11, 1818
Aug. 26, 1820

Dec. 20, 1825

Name
Reine

Jean Bapiiste
Josette
Bengemen
Pauline
Romain
Julie

Joseph

Their Family
Death Date

May 12th, 1880
Sepr. 10, 1886

Feb. 24, 1867

Sept. 1865,
March 14, 1905

Jan. 21, 1889

Name
Joseph Lamere
Marie Harrison
Emable Naule
Angeligue Carriere
‘Thomas Harrison
Marie Vaudry
Louis Riel Jr

Josephte Lupier

Marige Dute
182
June 8, 1829
1825
1834
1835
1841
Jan. 21, 1844

1845



JEAN BAPTISTE LAGIMODIERE
Hunter, Trapper, Voyageur

Jean Bapiste Lagimodiere, son of Jean Baptiste Sr. and
Josephte Beauregard was born at Three Rivers, Quebec, on
December 26th, 1778, His mother died when he was ten

Lagimodiere. He did not have too much
schools were very scarce at that time. He spent his junior
years trapping around the vicinity of his aunt’s farm. At the
age of twenty-one he thought thislife too dull, so he got on
with the North West Trading Company as a voyageur. The
first year he only went to Fort William and came back to
spend the winter with his aunt at Verchere, Quebec.

‘The following spring he went back to work with the old
crew, whom he had worked with the year before, but this
time he kept west to the Red River Setdlement (in
the vicinity of Winnipeg today) and the next five years he

travelled the rivers and lakes of Western Canada as far west
as the Rocky Mountains.

In the summer of 1805 he worked his way back t his
native province of Quebec and arrived back there n January
of 189. That was when b met Marie Aun Gaboury, fell in
love with her and on April 21st, 1806 took her
“That changed his carefree lifestyle quite a bit. Buche agmcd
t0 take her back with him when she insisted not to be lefc
behind to worry if he would ever come back t her.

Jean Bapeist was afee man out west: He ripped oo

with either of the T
was very trustworthy and often went on secret missions for
them.

In the fall of 1815 Jean Baptiste announced to his wife
Marie Ann that he was to be away for a longer time than
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wsual. But before telling of his journey and the hardships he
had to endure, we must speak of the events which were
taking place in the Red River between the two trading
companies
‘North West Company founded in 1784 by a socic-
ty of Montreal merchants had always ben, since its incor-
poration, antagonistic to the Hudson Bay Company, its
rival in the fur trade of Western Canada. Whenever one
afort, the other hastened to erect one of its
and each tried to secure the most furs. In the
years 1806 and 1807 the shares of the Hudson Bay Company
were a far better investment than those of the North West
Company which in 1803 was a the height of its success. At
that time a Scotch nobleman Thomas Douglas, Lord Sel-
kirk, came to Montreal to inquire into the state of affairs of
the two companies. On returning to England he bought
almost half the shares of the Hudson Bay Company which
had fallen as low as 60% after having been as high as 250%.
‘The capital of the Hudson Bay Company was £100,000
sterling. Lord Selkirk bought shares to the amount of
£40,000. One can judge what effect this would have on the
Company. Encouraged by the success of his first specula-
tion he formed the design of monopolizing the exclusive
trade of allthe territories of the North West for the Hudson
Bay Company. He knew after the explanation he had re-
ceived at Montreal that a Company, having no other to
compete with it, would realize a colossal fortune by the fur
trade. For this reason he invested a lot of capital in the
‘company and bought a large tract o land on the banks of the
Red River and announced that he intended to form a colony
of seulers there.
Lord Selkirk'’s aim in founding this settlement on the
Red River was not simply to form an agricultural establish-
ment but to ensure the new colonists”assistance against the
North West Trading Company to enable him to ruin its
commerce.

He pretended that the Hudson Bay Company, under
the virtue of the charter which had been granted 1o it by
Charles 11 in 1670, had the exclusive right of fishing and
hunting not only on the shores of the Hudson Bay but all
over the North West from the Rocky Mountains up to the
frozen seas of the far north.

“The ivalry between the two companies became serious

@ Parcel of Land Lovd Selkirk gave Jean Bapriste Lagimodiere in 1816, 1800 mile walk to Montreal.

K Location of Pierre Henri Coutu's Butcher shop be operatedin 1865,
@ Lous Riel's home and Flowr mill i 1845,



rage until 1821 at which time they were united under the
name of the Hudson Bay Company
Jean Bapite Laimodiere had ahways ben n the sr-
vice of both companies, but he hunted and trapped on his
& o his furs s

However, after he married Marie Ann, he spent most of the
long winters in the Hudson Bay Company's Fort and he
always showed himself in favor of this company.

Tn March 1815, two of the North West Company’s
Forts were taken over by the Hudson Bay Company and
their provisions, merchandise and furs contained therein
were also taken, to Fort Douglas. The traders and em-
ployees were held prisoners and alltheir papers confiscated.
T bringing letters from eastern C:
company were stopped and their lettes intercepted by the
other company.

e agent of the North West Company in order o
deter their enemies, stopped the Hudson Bay Company’s
couriers and held them prisoners in their forts. It was there-

letters from R »

to avoid passing enemy posts placed like steps of a ladder
along the route, it was necessary to take great detours, cut
across swamps, cross lakes and rivers passing by an inha-
bited parts of the country 50 not to be seen.

Jean Bapiste Lagimodiere was asked by the Governor

The e of Jsn Bt Lagimodirs t te boute of Lord Sl t Monel, wch dispates rom e Red Rver, a0 FOrt Douglas o carry lewtrs o Lord Selkirk in Monreal
Jountey of aver foe months. He started oxt on tis bistory making tip on October 17th, 1313 arrived in Montreal on In
March 10cb, 1816 asked him if he could go with letters to Montreal without

being stopped on the way. Jean Baptiste, accustomed to 2
wild lfe, could defy the clevered Indian in finding his way
ona long voyage; he had a very quick eye which served him
in finding his way better than the best comp:

Jean Baptiste replied that he could go to Montresl and

ally t Lord Selkirk as soon as possible.
personally to Lord Selkirk as soon as possible.

he season was well advanced and the intrepid messen-
ger realized that he had to get going right away if he was to
et through before the end of winter. He made preparation
%o leave within three days. First he had to make reservations
for his family while he was gone, it could be a long hard
winter. The Governor told him to bring his family and wife
1o the fort where they would be lodged and fed uncil his
recurn from Montreal. Marie Ann therefore left the hut on

9



the banks of the Assiniboine to become an inmate of Fort
Douglas.

Jean Bapiste left Fort Douglas on October 17,
1815. All he took for his historical trip was his gun, snare
wire, hatchet and blanket. All he took with him was his

walked east towards Red Lake for the frst few
Indians and was able to get the use of a horse and promised
toleave it at a further Indian camp. By the time he got there
he was glad to abandon the horse because the snow was
getting so deep that he was better off using snowshoes. He
rested in the camp with the Indians for a few days while he
made himself a pair of snowshoes. From then on he had to
wravel lightly. His only means of getting food was setting
snares at night and hoping that something was caught in
them by morning. He could not use his gun because some-
dy might hear the shot and intercept his journey. Orders
were out by the North West Company not to let anybody
g0 by without first being brought in for questioning.
When he reached Fore William he was running out of
food. As we stated before he could not pass too close for fear
of being detected, but he did get close enoughin the cover of
darkness 0 lure a small dog to him. He killed it with his
hatchet and took it a short distance away, skinned it and had

scarce as he trudged on
snowshoes along the south shore of the lake. So for these.
weeks his ration was fish that he caught through the ice and
trippe (a moss which grows on rocks which was very nutri-
tious).

When he reached Toronto, he took a well deserved rest
the hard journey he had en-
place on, travelling was much
easier because this area was inhabitated and he had no morc
fear of being captured by the men of the North West
pany. They had no Forts i this area and nobody knew who
he was or that he had important lettrs to be delivered to
Lord Selkirk.

He fnally reached Montreal on March 10th, 1816, five
months after his departure from Fort Douglas. He went
directly to Lord Selkirk’s home.

History tellsus of a gaunt and ragged mandressed in the
buckskin cloth of the far off frontier who knocked at Lord
Selkirk's house late one night. There was a dance in prog-

10
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The Husdson Bay Post at Fort Douglas where the ity of Winnipeg s today. This i o

bere Jean Bapise stared bis lomg jowrney

.
o Monirealto delver lettrs to Lord Selkirk darin the iner of 1816

ress. He told the doorman that he had letters to deliver to the
Tood f be would ot b . The doonsan St B hae
these leters and il deliver hem o him." “No 2
Baptiste sai e walked 1800 miles to deliver these to
LowdSelkirk perslly and 1 will e shem to iminyodl
Tell him I'm a messenger from the Red River and he'll gldly
see me right away

“Bring him in to me right away”, the Lord ordered the
doorman. At a glance Lord Selkirk knew that he was a man
from the North West. Jean Baptiste said, “I promised Collin
Robertson from Fort Douglas that I would deliver you these
important lerspersonally if ¢ all humany possbe and
now that anded them 0 you, my mission has bee
accomplished

Lord Selkirk thanked him very much for his trouble
and ordered the doorman to get him 2 room, clean clothes
and give him all the conveniences he needed during his stay
in Montreal. He told Jean Bapiste that he would draft some
replics and as soon as he was rested up, he would send Jean
Baptiste back with replies for Collin Robertson.

After a couple weeks rest in Montreal, he departed on
his way back to Red River with notes for the Governor of
the Fort. Lord Selkirk assured him that he would travel
himself to the Red River in early spring o sele these
misunderstandings between the two rival companics. H
would also recruit a small army o guarantee protection for
the settlers of his new colon

Meanwhile in Fort Douglas, things were going out of
control. About four o'clock in the afternoon of Junc 9th,
1816, a sentinel at Fort Douglas brought word o the Gov-
emor that a number of people on horseback were passing in
view of the Fort at a safe distance. This band of horsemen
did not appear to be animated by hostile intentions as they
had already passed Fort Douglas and were directing their
course down the river. The Governor suspected that they
were North West Company people and that their aim was to
jown the river in order to carry off
the supplies and as this was what he wished to prevent,
orders were immediately given o the men who were armed
w0 sartn pursitand i powible cuc off their passa
force them to turn back. When these Metis saw the Gov-
emor and his men approaching they sent an envoy to ask
what they wanted and why they were being followed. As
these discussions were going on, either through malice or
impudence, a gun went off and one of the halfbreeds was

1



s bault was on. At this moment Metis accustomed to
K wl

m-cded
R to build their
hnm: (In 1852 3 piece of that land was sold by one of his

shooting rom horseback while hunting thebuffalo, charged
y lay dead mclud- ) He o gave him a
The Hudson Bay Cor hm tent live in
hearing of this disaster, \'ht news of wluzh was almen im- built.

attack the post and that they would all be massacred.
following day the North West Company men took
the Fort without further loss of life. The prisoners and a
‘number of colonists were loaded in canoes and sent to Jack
Fish Rive, s North West Company For, frther et o-
s castern
Tuckily Madme Lagimodicre and Befflily were
taken away by their Indian fricnds the day before or she
would have been taken prisoner also.
n his way back to Red River, Jean Bapiste was not so
careful of being apprehended secing that he was not carrying

buthhe did not know that the North West Trading Company
had a price on his head. Everybody was on the watch for his
capture. Just before he got to Fort William, a group of
Indians ager 10 collect the ransom, surprised him in his
slecp one night and took him prisoner. Before turning

they robbed him of all his belongings, including gifts
Lord Selkirk had given him for his wife and children. Then

en he came to, he was i the

illiam. This was o
19th of June, cighty days after he had left Montreal on his
long trip back home.

rere he was locked up in a small cave in the bank of a

hill.

B aave.
ventilation or light that he got during his ffty-six day con-
finement. He had to do his necessary in the corner of this
dirt hut. (1 guess this was why this dungeon was called the
“butter var™.

He was freed by Lord Selkirk’s troops on August 13th.
Tt took him a few days to get mobile again, before he hit the
wrail back home to Red River, all this time wondering what
had happened to his wife and family. As we will see ater,
they did not have it easy cither, but all was forgotten when
they were reunied in culy Sepumber 1816. He was very
glad 0 see them all wel

Lord Selkirk gave him and his family allthe asistance

12

Selkirk spent the rest of the summer at the Red
River Colony and when he departed in the fall Jean Bapiste
personally escorted him to the American border, bade him
good-byenevertoseehimagin, Lo Sellurk wasnotawell
man and died a few years after his d




Upper Fort Gary, 1872, where




Charles Gaboury
Marie Ann Tessier
Head of family: Charles Gaboury

His Father:

His Mother:
Birth Date: 1743
Place:
Residence:

Occupation:

Death Date: - December 17th, 1792
Place:
Cemetery:
His wife: Marie Ann Tessier
Her Father:
Her Mother
Birth Date:
Place:
Marviage:
Place:
Death Date:
Place:
Cemetery
Other Marriage: ~Jean Baptiste Mainguay

Birth Date
72

173

1774

1776

Aug. 15, 1780
Nov. 6, 1782
1784

1786

1788

1791

Name
Pierre

Marie Madeliene
Madeliene
Augustin

Maric Ann
Marie Elizabeth
Jean Marie
Judith

Augustin

Joseph Isaac

Their Family

Death Date Name

1774
1786

Dec. 14, 1875 Jean Bapriste

Lagimodiere

Marviage Date

Apr. 21, 1806



MARIE ANN
‘The first legally married white women
to live in Western Canada

Marie Ann Gaboury, the daughter of Marie Tessier and
Charles Gaboury was born in Makinonge, Quebec, in the
Diocese of Three Rivers, on November 6, 1782. She was
baptized on the same day by Rev. N. Finfret who was in
charge of the Diocese at that time.

For eleven years Marie A a quiet and peaceful
lfe working at the e s m.dem where she had been

o this voyageur from the far off country. Everybody came
0 see him and listen to his stories. any wonderful
tales to tell. Everybody was fascinated by the stories of the
unknown wide open spaces of Western Canada. This was
very interesting and what more could one desire from this
young adventurer?

Jewasnotsurprising hat Marie Annthn cventy-four
years of age, employer, to attend

pi-
ion that he years which were 10 oo wuuld bring such
incredible change in her life.

During the winter of 1806, a young Canadian named
Jean Bapiste Lagimodiere, who had just spent che last five

an evening gathering to meet irtediydiit young

venturer. It was at this party that she became acaquainted
with Jean Baptiste and allowed herself to be charmed by
him.

‘Western Canada. All

years in Western Canada,
Quebec to visi his friends and relatives at Maskinonge.

Indians was enough o take away the taste for more travell-

15



ing and that from now on he would gladly settle down to 3
quicter life of farming amongst his family and friends.

Marie Ann was also convinced of this in her own mind,
50 when Jean Baptiste asked her hand in marriage she
accepted. They were married in the Roman Catholic Church
at Three Rivers, Quebec on April 21, 1806.

Up to that time everything went well. Nevertheless the
spring brought with ita longing for the open spaces for Jcan
Baptiste which nothing could eradicate. Towards the begin-
ning of June Mr. Lagimodiere made known to his wife that
he intended to leave immediately to go back to Western
Canada. The news was a sharp blow to Maric Ann, howev-
e shedid otallow hercf o be oo ach deprssd by i
She believed that the force of circumstances and prayer
would fnally turn her husband's plans to leave his new

0 the hard

past five years. But after having explained to him the
strongest and most convincing reasons, she could see that
nothing would change his mind. It was too late to impose
conditions, there were but two alternatives, either she must
allow her husband to go alone, possibly never secing him
again for many years, perhaps never, or accompanying him
into the barbarous country to share during the remainder of
her life his fatigue, discomforts and dangers.

‘The Missionaries had not yet penetrated that land to
carry into it the light of faith. The Indians in these immense
territories were stllliving in darkness; the aspect of things

p s
0 follow a nomadic existance like the Indians during the
years to come. She could easily see the civilization would not
reach this part of Canada for a long time yet. However, after
every point wel
ing picture of it, she went to see her pastor with her plans.
He told Marie Ann that in spite of o mmmu(m she felt
herself courageous and strong enough to go to Western
Canada, she should follow her husband raher than let him
g alone, with the prospect of never secing him again.
hen she broke the news to her husband of her deci-
sion, he tried to change her mind. But Maric Ann had her
mind made up. She told her husband that there will bea irst
white women to go west some day and she might as well be
the one.
S0in June 1806 Jean Baptiste and his new bride let for
Three Rivers, Quebec, on the most adventurous honey-
moon in Canadian history. From there they went to Lachine
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not far from Montreal to await the departure of the canoes
d

today is navigated by large ocean liners. When th

by which they intended to travel to western Canada. sheets of water are stirred up by violent winds, .m.g!:" 1
ov danger they would face ih ht., overloaded canoes
for the he Forts of the tradi ievand  storm hit the i i 4

started on their way to the west. These canoes were manned
by men called “voyageurs'” hired throughout the towns and
villages for the services of the powerful North West Trading
Company. Many of these men liked the free lfe of the west
5o much that they never did come back to their native
province of Quebe.

Maric Ann had no companionsofherown sx withher,

she trusted foe protection, She began from the first day, her

0 lead for more than twelve years with the exception of the

belonging to the trading companies. We are told that until
1818 she lived in a tent ninety percent of the time.
During the trip Marie Ann did not have to handle the
avy

tting in the bottom of the canoe

without warni

these icy waters of Lake Superior. What would she have
oue it b kdbaad womld nee perished at that ti
After a month of travelling the voyageurs arrived at
Fort William, which was little more than half way to i
destinstion. But the worst ofthe rip was over with. The
oute to Lake Winnipeg was made as much on land s on
water. The canoes used for this part of the journcy were

P,
because the men had to carry their canoes and supplics on
their backs most of the time, They finall Lake
Winnipeg on the first week of July and paddled their canocs

bl
‘move for fear of tipping the canoe over. Al slzy she would
be exposed 1o the hot sun, wind and rain, then when
sigh cume, 6 lspan the shors o the ke o siveron e
bare ground wrapped in a blanl

e St b, Qs she chooss e 55
Anne, a place about two miles down the river from Mon-
treal. The guides considered the trip started from this place.
“This was the location where all canoes going west met. Th
next day Marie Ann bade farewell to Quebe forever. They
launched their canoes one by one till everybody was on their
way. These men were hired to work from Lachine to Fort
William on the west end of Lake Superior. Each canoc was

qeiet o reschl wiery

Before the trip east Jean Baptiste had spent four years at
Pembina. He hadleft behind an Indian woman whom he had
lived with at that time. One can imagine th t would
have been for his wife had she found out about his. He had
hoped to keep his secret from her.

Adter paddling up the river for four days they arrived ac
Fort Pembina. Jean Baptiste put up his tent close to the fort
t0 be ready for the hunting season.

ere were six Canadian hunters living near the fort
who had married Indian women. The living habits of these
men were not different from thatof the Indians. They lived

ter. It took cight men to carry a canoc on their shoulders
between lakes All the merchandise and provisions which

ighty to inety pounds. From Lachine 1o Lake Huron they
had to make twenty-six portages. This will give you an idea

mea) and tis was suplemened by whiteer they could

fort and spent the winter hunting .nd trapping in x)“ sur-

rounding area. These Indian wives of the adians were

the only women that Marie Ann had to visic with. They
1d k i

In spite of the difficulties of such a journey up t the entr-
ance of Lake Superior, this was reached without any mis-
haps. This lake as you all know, is a large inland lake, which

by
s

Jean Baptiste, like other Canadians as we already
stated, had taken 2 squaw for a wife during the four years he
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had spent in the west. He had et this woman a year before
his trip back to eastern Canada and she had remained near
the fort with her family and friends, hoping o see Jean

stil regarded him as herlegal husband, returning with a wife
she was very jealous of and vowed to avenge injurics on
Madame Lagimodiere.
Tt was commonly believed amongst the Canadians that
these Indians, were heathens and had certain potions which

that these beverages succeeded in producing these desired

effect.

Jean Bapriste’sformer wife ried to hide her jealousy by

show ofiendshipand ndsr hse s spearnce, came

ry day to visit Madame Lagimodiere in her tent. Marie

‘Ao ignboantofthe relaon which had cited eewern es

husband and this woman, had no suspicion of any evil
intentions hidden beneath her kindness.

appily the squaw had confided her intentions to the

wie of one ofthe Canadians who lived nearby. This woman

Marie Ann "

5
as soon as possible and not return, at least till this woman
gav upher plan of barming Marie Ann

‘Jean Bapiste who knew of the jealousy and thirst of

Grand Camp, some

& Mrs. Lagimodicre moved back to spend the

winter closer to the fort, as Marie Ann was expecting a baby

shortly. They were lucky to find a small vacant house inside

the fort and it was in this hut that on Jan. 6, 1807, their first
“This

was 2 sad and sorrowful one for Marie Ann, as she was the
only one of her kin to celebrate the arrival of her first child.

and she was born on the King'sbirthdy “Le jour des Ro),
she called her Reine.

Marie Ann remained in the fort tll May. Her husband
spent most of the time hunting, That was the only way aman
could feed himself and his family during these long winter

18
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months. There was a ot of game at that time of the year, but
a hunter still had to go out and get it twhen the weather was
10 have some ahead for
‘When the beuwtiu spring days Bty arrived and the
rivers were free of ice, Jean Baptiste announced to his wife
that he intended to go up the Saskatchewan River in the
company of three Canadians who b

Afier a week's ret they continued cheir journey t0-
wards Fortofthe Pire (Edmonton s s called vy,

some trees on the banks of the river and made a camp fire
nearby. After supper the men were chatting as they sat on
some flln trcs. Another man named Bousicr, who had

P
them at Pembina. All these men were married to women of
the Cree tribe. Having bought two canoes large enough to
cary heiewivsand provisionsforthe ip they s uton

their journey on May 30, 1
‘Their canoes coasted qulad down the river towards
Lake Winnipeg. Then they followed the shore of the ake tll
they reached the mouth of the Saskatchewan River. On
trip Marie Ann's luggage was reduced t0 the smallest posi-
bleamount. As for food, they lived offthe land for meat and
y peopl joy atrip

xxdhc of the fire. A little distance away Marie Ann and the
other women were washing dishes and putting away the I

ove food wheadll of  Ssddes Beisie: g ery ‘:;
distress and called for help. At the first shout Jean Baptiste
grabbed his gun and prepared to defend them against would
be attackers. He hurried to the other side of the fire to sec
what was the matee wih Bouie, where he saw o big
mother bear dragging him e bush. She was dra.
ging him by one paw and pﬂ\mdmg hm. in the face with the
other. As soon as she saw j pursuit she

7 y

during the long winter months.
her child in a moss bag like the Indian
women did. That was the only habit that she copied from the
Indians for the sixty years she spent with them in the west.
After some weeks of travelling they arrived at Cumber-
Iand House at the mouth of the Saskatchewan River. There

claws. Jean Baptiste who R gDod hunter, bated her with
the butt of his gun to make her let go of her hold as he dared
not shoot for fear of killing the man he was trying to save.
But Bouvier who felt himself practically k zd ‘anyway,
yelled “I'd rather be shot than torn apart al

Jeun Bt puled thé e e o e so ke
bear as possible so as not to hurt Mr. Bouvier if possible. In

d i y. The

q &

2 white woman soon. This was a great event that nobody
wanted to miss. Indians wondered if she was going to be
different from their squaws, was xhz kind or wicked and
would she beable o all vith chem:

of the Canadians by the name of Belgrade had
et s et <ompanions and told the In-
dians :hal this French lady was good but she was lﬂmzd in

P Bapiste,
ing this and as his gun was a single shot ran towards the
canoe where he had another fully loaded gun. He grabbed it
just before the bear got to him and now without fear of
‘wounding his companion Jean Baptiste aimed at her breast
and killed her instandy.

As so0n as the bear was no longer t0 be feared, Maric
Ann who had been trembling with fea during ole

medic offended her episode, . ‘
w© cause st i death by merely looking at then irg sl e claws from the roots o his hair tothe
f this

iarity and all were delem\mcd =iy gain this

crowded all around her giving her presents and trying to
touch her. Others just sat around and just stared at her.
Marie Ann s far from being without charm, her

to theirs.

dead. She dressed his wounds as well as the circumstances

e2ed bis days i the Bishop's esidence. He svployed his
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time in making crosses and crucifixes, blind as he was, and
he did wonderful work.

“To return to our travellers, they resumed their journey
the following day arriving at their destination towards the
end of August. J

Bird. So he got a place for himself and his family in the fort
for the winter.

“This fort was the most important place in the west at
that time, being the great meeting place for the Indians. Al
the Indian tribes met here. When all these different bands
assembled around the fort, they were the cause of great fear
for the factor and his employees who regarded them as
smesimestoublesome. More thn one bale wok place in
which blood was shed

0 guns went off at the same time, the Indians who had
never heard a bang |,k= that before, lost thei wis. They

o Saopy witice: cven loaking bt
ctor, triumphant, pu his head out of the

* They dissppeared and seemed quite
satisfied with their experiences for the night.

O s cceat v ik ntetboring ot whe
the scene of a frightful occurrence. The employees had lefc
the fort one morning to take provisions to another trading
post and the Factor named Kite was left alone. During the
day Indians, who were camped on the other side of the rivr,
sent a young Indian to get a few supplies. When the Factor

dench. The sen b wre in chargé o ikt ncc of

incible courage and strength o cope with these prob-
lems. They had t0 be ruled by fear just like we tame wild
animals by exerting pressure on them.

One time the Factor at Fort Des Prairies was left lone
at the post with only one servant, all other employees being
absent on other business. A band of Blackfeet who were
camped a short distance from the place, decided under the
cover of night to make the factor open the gate of the fort
and provide them with tobacco and whiskey. Knowing that

ina g that the lad would take

camp the youth became il. He told his family abou the pat
on the head and right away they decided that this was what
caused his illness. Shortly after he died. The Indians con-
cluded that the Factor had put a curse on the boy which
caused his death. The next morningat day break the Indians
crossed the river in great numbers and gaining entrance by
force, flung themselves on the Factor with their knives and

hopped him to death. They then robbed the fort of al they

actor had 3
be very casy o intimidate him by their numbers and never

they asked for. They gathered around the main gate of the
fort and called for assistance. The servant aroused by the
calls, went 10 see what they wanted. He opencd a small
shutter through which he could see what they were up to at
that late hour of the night. At once he noticed the affair

might be serious. The factor being already in bed for the
night, he told the Indians to wait and he would go and call
the factor t0 come and talk to ther

sl

could carry. When the Canadians who had left  couple days

an old French half breed woman who lived with the tribe,
knowing that they would be massacred as soon as they set

her own. She rushed to a smallisland above the fort to stop
the voyageurs before they got home, but unfortunately it
was 100 late in the evening to notice her waving at them 15
they pulied by. A+ soon s hey eached e for, e
Indians killed them ll and took f

Tourangeau, a French half breed amved at the fort the

ppl

th [ ‘ y

fuses and fire them to make the Indians dance. The factor

told the servant, “Go in the tower, take the bullets out,
ill

the mh" ‘When | yel fire, ight the fuse and st back
and watch.” All that ime the Indians waited patiently atthe
e, Sl ity oonl s b ek 1 W

2

him as he arrived. He went dxr:clly to the
fort o see what was the cause of all the silence, The first
Object to meethis eye was the corpse of one of the Canadians

the bodies of the rest of his companions who had met the
same fate. In the storeroom he found the body of the Chief
Factor already partly decomposed. The thought came to




also. Wild with fear he ran o his canoe, pushed i frec and

nothing to fear and that he would protect her aganst any

ing trading post. Towards evening he saw a fire on the shore
but from the distance he could not distinguish if the people
aall

hel
in French and to_his delight they answered in the same
language. Tourangeau hastened to cross the river and de-
scribed to them the frightful scene he had just witnessed at
the fort.
Such were the dangers which the voyageurs had to risk
at the service of the Trading Companics in this immense
: panks .

woman accustomed to the quiet life of eastern Canada
Marie Ann wintered four atFort Des

m these Indians by saying, “You have

am sure they will do you no harm.” Marie Ann was gl
hear these resssuring word Ly

scalp, time was desperately long waiting for her husband to
come back home. Towards dusk when Jean Baptiste re-

their horses who were feeding a short distance away.
A for the women’s

hat awaited hi

Prairie, arriving at the post in the fall of 1807, She only

ot see any movement around the tents he called, “Mari
Ann, are you there?” “Yes,” sh cied, “I'm alve but ust

husba

returned to the Red River in 1811, During the winters her
ind

dinthe

fright.” Jean Bap speak their lan-

service of the company but sold his furs and extra meat to
them to pay for their lodging. In the spring when the fur
season was over they lef for the praires to hun buffalo
They travelled on horseback and they hauled their belong-

horses. Sometimes they rode all day through

would pitch their tent and she would rest whil
for food and look for the buffalo herds.

uring the summer the Lagimodieres were camped

beside a small river with thei friend Belgrade and his native

wife. The men went out hunting leaving their wives to look

after the camp. During that time a band of Crees passed
it tents decided to d

¢ went out

5. Belg
approaching she grabbed Maric Ann's baby and crept into
the bush befieving thatafter what had happened at the Fort
last fall, they could be in for trouble. They surrounded the
tents and the chief of the band dismounted 1 see who was
camped there. Maric Ann was not used to facing the Indians
alone. She really believed her final hour had come. The
Indian Chief opencd the flap of the tent and to his surprisc
saw a young white woman on her knees. He called Batoche
Latendre, who was married to a native woman of the tribe
who had

there. Upon recognizing Marie Ann as a white woman, he
hastened to set her mind at res by telling her that she had

guag g %
receiving a sign of the hand which sigaified friendship, he
begged them to camp  liule distance as the

ired and ill. The Indians, afer assuring him that they were
friendly and wished he and his family no harm, consented to

y

‘When they had gone, Mrs. Belgrade returned with the
child from the bush, where she had spent the afternoon i
hiding and they were all relieved of their fears.

As it was getting late in August, the party started back
towards Fort Des Prairies where they were going to spend
the winter. Marie Ann was following her husband on horse-
back, carrying her child in a moss bag strapped on one side
of her saddle, on the other side she carried a bag of provi-
sions which by its weight, counterbalanced the child on the
other side and kept it from falling.

y chis time Marie Ann was a good horsewoman and
could ride all day without even stopping for a rest. They had
Spent most of the summer around Battle River where the
buffalo and game were plentiful.

Three days after the adventwre with the Indians, they
found themselves on a large prairie where large herds of
butfalo roamed. One of these herds crossed their path. The
presence of this herd produced an astounding effect on her

b by is rid

0 chase the herd in a manner that was almost impossible to
check. A rider carried thus into the midst of these animals,
d &
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The Hudson's Bay Trading Post at Fort Des Prari in 1800 Later i sas called Fort Edmonton and today, it in the center of Edmonton,




todath b theoncomingherd: Unforunachy on hisocs
sion Marie Ann this mode

there.” It only took a second to sce that her baby had

of proceduce and a5 soon s the horse caugh sight f these
animals, without a thought of its burden, took the bit to its
teeth and gallopped after the herd. Emcumbered by the two
bags which hung on each side of the horse, in one of which
was her child, the poor woman every minute expected that
she would be thrown to the ground and tampled by the
buffalo. She prayed to God and clung with al her might to
the horse’s mane. When Jean Bapiste saw this, he raced
after her amongst the racing buffalo. He finally was able to
take hold of the horse’s bridle and bring the horse to a stop.

to fall off her horse with fatigue and [ngh(

early to get a much deserved rest, s i A matd
getting labour pains. Before the sun set, Jean Baptiste Jr.
ey nicknamed him Laprairie because he was
born on the prairies. The first white child born in Alberta
Three days after the birth of their baby, she mounted her
horse and rode to Fort Des Prairies where she remained for
the winter.
In early March 1809 Marie Ann had a strange adventure
with a native woman of the Blackfoor tribe, One day she
water an hil

sq - With-
out asking for help from anyone she dashed after the abduc.
tor, reaching her at her tent, grabbing her by the neck and

yelng “Gros me back y by you heft> T opees it

bl pretended that she was only carrying him away to
play with him and made no resistance to give him back. She
could hardly claim him for hers, his cumplexlon would
betray her at once. So she let Maric Ann take the child back
wihout any resiance snd for the presene, gave up her
desie of rasing  whie baby.

1809,

the preceding summer, Marie Ann went again with her

did at first. How true itis that we become accustomed to all

and s, Marie Ann bad . e reached the end of her
problem

“Tonvund the end of [usey cod o th lidare
summer, Jean Baptiste and Maric Ann camped on the shore
of 2 small lake to spend the night. Next morning when he

was not very far but the banks were steep and took atleast
ten minutes for her o return. Her baby boy Laprairie, was a
pretty baby with a nice white complexion and blonde hair
and e e s gt de o encion from the squavws.
Blackfoot woman whooften came to the Fortnoticed
i 5 s Gt ey o . 1 the of e e
for her own kind she thought ths one much more charming
than her own and thought she would like to own him. She
grabbed him and as she was running she covered him with a
blanket. As she was running out of the fort gate Marie Ann
a5 making her way up the hill and saw this native woman
running towards her tent. She thought there must be some-

wentto g s horses skhough looing ol over, be could
§

e wandering horses. Thir tracks had to be
followed without knowing where they would end and his
family would have 0 be ¢ lone in i s L be gt
back not knowing at what time

He did not return that dzy and Marie Ann had to pass.
the night alone. The situation was not very reassuring atthe
lest. I she was aached by 2 wid besst or by hoscle
Indians she could not expet help from anywhers

Thenecdaysboutnoon o of e, aed ih

e war path,surrounded Marie Ann's camp. Thes Indians
(2 we found outafer) were on he march (0 avnge the
shss wariors v had been massacred on

y with

h
b b

the gzu she met Mr. Bird the Chief Factor who
sl why she had left her children alone when Indians
were camped ne: “There is one escaping with a child
nd i coutd be yours. Hurry and see i all your children are

dhepreviousdry by

nglmodures e, Belgrade, Chalfou, Cha-
plcteand Latendre who had married Cree women wereout
‘on the plains trading with the Indians and these Indians who
‘were out o get even with the Crees, massacred these women
i cold blood when their husbands were away. All this had

2
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